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A Brief Analysis of Development of
Relationship Between Water and City
in 7 Typical Ideal Cities in Ancient
China and Modern Netherlands
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Architectural Design and Research Institute Co., Ltd., Shanghai
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Abstract: Nowadays, while the flood problem is
becoming more serious, there are certain limitations in
the practices of urban design in China (such as Sponge

City) from the perspective of water. Based on the clue of

the “relationship between water and city ” , this paper
proposes 3 strategies, “Separation” “Interval”
“combination” , and their internal and external causes, by

refining and discriminating the abstract structural models
of 3 ideal cities in ancient China and 4 construction
practices in modern Dutch cities, and then analyzes the
water problems faced by the cities in different times and
the livable reconstruction strategies. It shows that the

successful design practice of urban design from the
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perspective of water is the comprehensive application of
the various design strategies under the structural model

logic of the relationship between water and cities.

Key words: ideal city; relationship between water and

city; structural model; case study
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Fig. 1 Ideal location and morphology from traditional geomantic concept

DO 1] T e 2 8 1 IXUK SRS T B oy
7/ (1 (o I 1 3 | S E5 2 B i s 1 SR NG B2
Ly, =TI 7K, 1L TR i Ay S 78 1) BARL KUK A% SR
(F2), vEhbE L K O —3, T RBL T
“KANA—" B “BEdh b &7 R
“PHRSI B T L B 7K Jk S 38 T e A6 114 R K] JELAEURIT R
IKEDK

&\~

E2 RpEEKkEE

Fig. 2 Geomantic pattern of Langzhong ancient city
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Fig. 3 Structural diagrams of water-city relationship

in a “Feng Shui” city
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Fig. 5 Structural diagrams of water-city relationship

in “water network” city
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